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The manuscripts here shown illustrate the history 
of English Coronations from the tenth century, their 
story being taken up by printed books in the reign 
of Henry viii., and by engravings in that of 
Edward vi., with whom also begins the series of 
coronation and accession medals. A few manu- 
scripts showing the coronations of foreign kings 
and queens are included in the exhibition, for 
comparison with the contemporary English ones. 
The exhibition is arranged chronologically, the 
medals only being kept distinct^ 
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CORONATION EXHIBITION. 



1. The Gospels of King Athelstan : a copy of 

the four Gospels, in Latin, with illumina- 
tions, written early in the loth century, 
and presented by King Athelstan [925- 
940] to Christ Church, Canterbury. 

The donation is recorded on f. 14, and on f. 23 (here 
exhibited) are written the names of ODDA REX and 
MIHTHILD MATER REGIS, i.e., the Emperor Otto 
and his mother Mechtild; whence it is concluded that 
the MS. (the illuminations of which are German in 
style) was sent by Otto to Athelstan at the time of his 
marriage with the latter^s sister [a.d. 929]. According 
to tradition, this volume was used at the coronations of 
the kings of England for the purpose of taking the 
coronation oath. The only authorities for the tradition 
are a statement (which only speaks of past, not of 
contemporary, usage) in the catalogue of Sir R. Cotton's 
library, made in 1621, and some Latin verses on a leaf 
inserted by Sir R. Cotton; but there is nothing to show 
upon what evidence the statement was based. The 
volume passed with the rest of the Cotton Library into 
the keeping of the British Museum at its foundation. 
[Cotton MS. Tiberius A. 11., f. 24.] 

2. The Gospel of St. John, with extracts from 

the other Evangelists, in Latin, written 
in the 12th century ; bound in thick oak 
boards, covered with leather, having 
brass corner-pieces, stamped with fleurs- 
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de-lys. To the lower cover is attached a 
bronze-gilt crucifix. 

A note by John Ives, a former owner of the book, 
dated i8 Oct., 1772, states that T. Madox [1666-1727], 
the historian of the Exchequer,, told T. Martin [1697- 
17 71], the antiquary, that he beHeved it "was used to 
take the Coronation Oath upon by all our Kings and 
Queens till Henry viii." ; but there does not appear 
to be any evidence to support this statement. It may 
be the "little book with a crucifix" mentioned by 
r. Powell in 1631 as preserved in the Exchequer, in 
the chest of the K ing's Remembrancer, and may very 
probably have been used there for the purpose of 
administering oaths. [Stowe MS. 15.] 

3. ' Promissio Regis/ or coronation-pledge of 

King Aethelred, crowned at Kingston on 
Thames, March, a.d. 978. Anglo-Saxon. 

The formula, first devised by Saint Dunstan for the 
coronation of King Eadgar in 973 and adopted in a 
Latin form in the service used up to the time of 
Edward i., runs as follows : " In the name of the Holy 
Trinity I promise three things to the Christian people 
and my subjects : first, that God's church and all 
Christian people of my dominions hold true peace; the 
second is that I forbid robbery and all unrighteous 
things to all orders ; the third, that I promise and 
enjoin in all dooms justice and mercy, that the gracious 
and merciful God of His everlasting mercy may forgive us 
all, who liveth and reigneth." [Cotton MS. Cleop. B. 
XIII., f. 56.] 

4. Form of Coronation of an English king 

before the Norman Conquest. In Latin. 

The passage shown gives the words said on the actual 
placing of the crown on the king's head, " God crown 
thee with the crown of glory and with the honour of 
righteousness and the acts of strength, that by the ministry 
of our blessing with true faith and manifold fruit of good 
-works thou mayest attain the crown of an everlasting 
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kingdom, by the gift of Him whose kingdom endureth for 
ever and ever. Amen." These words remain in all 
services to the time of James 11. In the same volume is 
bound up another formula belonging to a later date, 
apparently the 12th century. [Cotton MS.. Claud. A. in., 

5. Coronation - procession of Richard i.-; 

3 September, 1189. 

The procession is shown approaching Westminster. It 
is headed by a number of monks, after whom come tw^o 
bishops carrying croziers, four barons carrying candles 
in silver-gilt candlesticks, and two bishops with crosses ; 
then the Earl Marshal bearing the sceptre surmounted 
by a cross, and the Earl of Salisbury bearing the vii'ga 
regalis surmounted by a dove; next, David, Earl of 
Huntingdon, brother of the king of Scotland, Robert, Earl 
of Leicester, and John, Earl of Mortain and Gloucester 
(afterwards King John), bearing the three swords of State ; 
then four nobles, carrying a chest containing the corona- 
tion robes and other royal treasures, and the Earl of 
Albemarle and Essex bearing the royal crown. Behind 
him comes the King, attended by the Bishops of Durham 
and Bath [who have the same privilege to this day] ; a 
canopy is held over his head by four attendants [barons of 
the Cinque Ports ?], and a procession of nobles follows in 
the rear. [Royal MS. 15 E. iv., Les anciennes et nouvelles 
Chroniques d'Angleterre, dedicated and presented to 
Edward v. (probably a mistake for iv.), late 15th cent.,^ 

f. 255 b.] 

6. Narrative by Matthew Paris, monk of St. 

Alban s Abbey (d. 1259), in his Historia 
Anglorum, of the coronation of Henry iii. ; 
28 Oct. 12 16. In Latin. 

Matthew Paris relates that the king, then aged nine,, 
took the oath before the clergy and people, " having before 
him the Holy Gospels and relics of many saints, to keep 
honour, peace and reverence toward God and Holy Church, 
and to His ordained, all the days of his life, and also to 
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keep right justice among the people committed to him, 
and to blot out any bad laws or unjust customs that may be 
in his kingdom, and to keep the good and cause them to be 
observed by all." Autograph MS. of Matthew Paris. 
[Royal MS. 14 C. vii., f. 100.] 



7. Coronation of King Henry in. 

Probably the King's second coronation, at West- 
minster, 17 May, 1220, by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and other prelates, since at his first coronation^ at 
Gloucester, 28 Oct. 12 16, by the Bishop of Winchester, a 
plain circlet of gold was used. The King, wearing a dark 
blue mantle and red under-garment, is seated on a double- 
tiered seat, and holds the sceptre in his right hand and a 
model of a church in his left. The crown (a gold circlet 
with fleurs-de-lys) is being placed on his head by two 
prelates, whose croziers are supported by their free arms. 
[Cotton MS. Vitellius A. xiii.. Pictures of the Kings of 
England, 14th century. L6.] 



8. Narrative of the Coronation of Eleanor 
of Provence, Queen of Henry iii. ; 1236. 

At this coronation "there was grete strif amonges the 
iiiinistres of the kinges household for their seruices, and for 
the rightes perteynyng to their seruices," so that it w-as 
arranged that " all rightes were reserved to every man with- 
out preiudice untyll the quindecim of Easter then folowing." 
Thus in the passage shown, which relates chiefly to the 
banquet, Henry de Hastings served " of Nappery " without 
prejudice to the claim of Thurstan le Despenser, who also 
claimed that office. The same page relates that Walter de 
Beauchamp de Hamelegh " did laye that daye the salt and 
knyves," and that Hugh Dawbeney [de Albini], Earl of 
Arundel, was excluded from the office of butler, being 
under excommunication for interfering with the hounds of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. A translation, written early 
in the i6th century, of a passage in the book of records 
known as the " Red Book of the Exchequer," perhaps as 
a precedent for the coronation of Anne Boleyn. [Cotton 
MS. Vesp. C. XIV., ff". 157 b, 158.] 
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« 

9. ^ Liber Regalis/ or coronation-service of 
the 14th century, with music. In 
Latin. 

The general form of the service in this book remained 
practically unchanged (though translated in 1603 into 
English) until the accession of James II. Some copies 
•of the Liber Regalis have longer rubrics, but these are 
probably later. The opening rubric is as follows: "On 
the day on which the new king is to be consecrated, early 
in the morning let the prelates and nobles meet in the 
royal palace at Westminster, to consider the consecration 
•of the new prince and the confirmation and establishment 
of the laws and customs of the realm, in fashion as 
follows. Let a conspicuous place be provided in the afore- 
said palace, upon which let the late king's heir, who now 
is to reign, be raised up with all courtesy and reverence ; 
he himself being first washed, as the custom is, and arrayed 
in clean clothes, and wearing only shoes upon his feet. 
Thereafter let a procession be set in order, of the arch- 
bishops and bishops and the abbot and convent of 
Westminster and other persons, in silk copes and with 
thuribles and other things suitable to a procession. And 
thus arrayed in processional manner let them meet the 
king that is to be in the aforesaid palace and lead him in 
procession to the church ; and when he is led in and placed 
upon a platform in a suitable seat, let this anthem be sung 
by all present : " Let thy hand be made strong and thy 
right hand be exalted" [Ps. Ixxxix. 13 in the Vulgate 
version]. [Harley MS. 2901, f.3b.] 



10. Coronation of Marie de Luxemburg, 
queen-consort of Charles iv. of France ; 
Whitsuntide, 1323. 

It is noticeable that the crown is being placed upon 
her head by the king, no cleric being represented 
in the miniature at all, though the narrative states 
that the Archbishop of Treves was present. [Harley 
MS. 441 1, French Chronicle, early 15th century, 
f. 1 44 b.] 
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1 1 . Coronation-Book of Charles v. of France 
(crowned in April, 1364). In Latin. 

This gives the full ceremonial for the coronation both of 
the king and of the queen-consort, with illuminated 
miniatures illustrating the various stages of the service ; 
formerly the property of Charles v., who caused it to be 
written. The page exhibited shows the king immediately 
after the act of coronation. He is seated on a chair, 
clothed in a robe adorned with fleurs-de-lys, and holding in 
his right hand the sceptre and in his left the virga (a short 
rod surmounted by an ivory hand in the gesture of 
benediction). The seneschal of France stands by him, 
holding the sword, and the peers, spiritual and temporal, 
surround him, supporting with their hands the weight of 
the crown [this custom also prevailed formerly in English 
coronations]. The scene is the cathedral of Rheims ; the 
ceremony is performed by the Archbishop of Rheims, who, 
like the king and the seneschal, wears the fleur-de lys. The 
altar is shown on the right of the picture. [Cotton MS. 
Tiberius B. viii., a.d. 1365, f. 59 b.] 



12. Record of the court of claims at the 
coronation of Richard ii. (1377). In 
Latin. 

In the passage shown the claim of Richard Fitzalan, 
Earl of Arundel, to the office of Butler is unsuccessfully 
disputed by one Edmund Staplegate, who said that the 
office was annexed to his manor of Bilsington, in Kent, 
and that the crown had on that ground claimed the said 
Edmund (being under age) as its ward, and had enjoyed 
the profits of the manor for four years and then committed 
the ward and his marriage to Geoffi"ey Chaucer [the poetjV 
for which ward and marriage the said Edmund had paid to- 
the said Geoffirey 104 pounds. In spite of which evidence 
of tenure, " what for the great difficultie of the matter and 
for shorteness of tyme before the Coronation it coude not 
finally be discussed," the Court decided in favour of the 
Earl of Arundel, "savyng the ryght of every man and 
namely the ryght of the said Edmunde." [Cotton MS, 
Domit. xviii., f. 7.] 
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13. Record of the court of clai'ms at the 
coronation of Richard ii. [1377] 5 English 
version. 

The page shown contains the claim of Robert de Vere, 
Earl of Oxford, to the office of Lord Great Chamberlain 
of England, on the ground that "his Auncestres hath 
ben Chamberleyns of the noble Progenitors of owre said 
Souueraign Lorde the kynge tyme owte of mynde." 
[Owing to the failure of heirs male of the earldom of 
Oxford, the succession to this dignity has this year been a sub- 
ject of litigation between the representatives of the female 
branches.] The Earl of Oxford also pleads " that as his 
Auncetours of tyme ought of remembraunce hath seruid 
to the noble Progenitours of owre Souuerayn Lorde 
that now is of watur, as well afore mete as after, the daie 
of ther Coronacions, and hath hadde as ther right the 
basyns and towelles, the whiche the said Progenitors hath 
ben seruid with on the same dales of Coronacion," the 
same privileges should be granted to him. Both claims 
were granted. . [Harley MS. 1309, f. 7.] 

14. Petition of IVLargaret, widow of Sir John 

Dymmok, knight [d. 1381], to the king 
[Richard 11.], as to the Championship at 
the Coronation. In French. 

The petitioner recites that her late husband held in her 
right [she being heiress of the Marmions] the manor of 
Scrivelsby by the service " destre arme le jour de vostre 
coronement et destre prest pour defendre par son corps si 
ascun vouldra dedire vostre roial mageste " (/.<?., by acting 
as champion), and was entitled to fees, viz., the best horse 
and trappings and best suit of armour, save one, which the 
king possessed, but that, having never been able to recover 
them, he had died above 200 marks in debt. She therefore 
prays for payment of the fees. The petition is answered by 
a reference to the Council, " Le roy volt que le consayl 
trete oueque le soplyant de cest matere et que yl ayt ce 
que resoun demande." At the foot is the signature of [John 
Holland] Earl of Huntingdon [Chamberlain of England 
1389, cr. Duke of Exeter 1397]. Undated [i 389-1 397]. 
[Cotton MS. Vesp. C. xiv., f.134.] 

6 2 
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15. Coronation of Henry iii. of Castile, 

husband of Katharine, daughter of John 
of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster ; October, 

1390. 

The king (a boy of eleven years) is seated on his throne; 
a bishop stands on either side of him, one placing the 
crown upon his head, while the other reads from a book ; 
both have their right hands raised in a gesture of blessing. 
In front of the throne stand two clerics, bearing the 
bishops' croziers. To the king's right are three attendant 
nobles, carrying respectively his shield, helmet (crowned), and 
sword ; to his left are two more, one with the standard of 
Castile and Leon, and the other with a pennon, bearing 
apparently the king's badge. [Harley MS. 4379, Chronicles 
of Froissart, 15th century, f. 112 b.] 

« 

16. Coronation of Charles vi. of France at 
Rheims; November, 1396. 

The king is represented kneeling, clothed in a blue 
mantle decorated with fleurs-de-lys and ermine, while three 
prelates lay their left hands on the crown, their right hands 
being raised in benediction. [Royal MS. 20 E. v.. History 
of the reign of Charjes vi., in continuation of the Chroniques 
de St. Denis; executed for Henry VII. of England, whose 
badge (the portcullis) is shown, with the arms of England, 
in the border, late 15th century, f. 8.] 



17. Coronation of King Henry iv. ; 13 Oct. 
1399- 

The king, seated on a chair, upon a temporary platform 
in Westminster Abbey, under a canopy hung with the 
royal arms, is being crowned by one prelate [the Archbishop 
of Canterbury], while another [the Archbishop of York ?] 
places the sceptre in his left hand ; both have their right 
hands raised in a gesture of blessing. Two attendant 
clerics are also on the platform, one holding a crozier and 
a book, the other a model of a church. Three attendants 
are seated on the steps of the platform, holding respectively 
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the royal shield, the helmet (crowned and crested), and 
the sword. Groups of spectators are on either side. 
Harley MS. 4380, Chronicles of Froissart, 15th century, 
f. 186.] 

x8. Chronicle of Robert Fabyan (sheriff of 
London in 1493), describing the corona- 
tion of Queen Katharine, wife of 
Henry v. (24 Feb., 142 1), and the 
banquet following. 

The bill of fare (it was in Lent) is set out in full, 
beginning with " Brawne wyth mustard, Dedelys in Bumeux, 
Firment with Baleyne, Pyke, . . . grete Crabys," etc. 
The second course includes " Blaundesore, . . . Soles, . . . 
Freche Samon, Halybut . . . Lopsters . . . Laumpray 
in past," etc. ; and the third ends with " A bake mete in 
past with iiii angels." Each course is foUow^ed by "A 
Sotelte " [subtilty], the final one being " a tyger and saynt 
George ledyng it." [Egerton MS. 650, fF. 112 b, 113.] 

19, ' Forma et Modus,' a coronation formula 
of the early 15th century, partly in Latin, 
partly in French. 

Near the middle of the page shown is the direction to 
the archbishop to turn him successively to the four sides of 
the platform on which the king has been seated and enquire 
the wull of the people concerning the coronation, the king 
also standing and turning in each direction. This form, 
representing popular election, is to be found in all the 
services from early times down to the present. In the 
same volume is an account of the coronation of Henry vi. 
written in the same hand. [Cotton MS. Nero C. ix., 
f. 165.] 

20. Coronation of Henry vi. at Westminster ; 
6 Nov. 1429. 

The boy-king, seated under a canopy, at the back of 
which hang the royal arms, is being crowned by two 
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bishops, who place the crown on his head with their left 
hands, while their right hands are raised in benediction. 
The king carries the sceptre in his right hand and the orb 
in his left. Other bishops, carrying their croziers, and lay 
ministers stand on either side. [Cotton MS. Julius E. ly., 
John Rous' Life and Acts of Richard Beauchamp, Earl of 
Warwick (who carried the king to the Abbey for his 
coronation), illustrated by drawings, about 1460 ; fF. 23 b, 
24.] 

21. Coronation of Henry vi., 6 Nov. 1429, 
described by William Gregory, subse- 
quently (1451) Mayor of London. 

" And there the kyng was sette in hys sete in the myddys 
of the schafFold there, beholdynge the pepylle alle aboute 
saddely and wysely. Thenne the Archebyschoppe of Cantyr- 
bury made a proclamacyon at the iiii quarterys of schaffolde, 
sayynge in thys wyse ; * Syrys, here comythe Harry, Kyng; 
Harry the v. ys sone, humylyche to God and Hool>" 
Chyrche, askynge the crowne of thy[s] realme by ryght and 
dyscent of herytage. Yf ye holde you welle plesyd with 
alle and wylle be plesyd with hym, say you nowe, ye ! and 
holde uppe youre hondys.' And thenne alle the pepylle 
cryde with oo voyce * ye ! ye ! * Thenne the kyng went 
unto the hyghe auter, and humely layde hym downe 
prostrate, hys hedde to the auter warde, longe tyme lyyng^ 
stylle. Thenne the archebyscoppys and byschoppys stode 
rounde aboute hym and radde exercysyons ovyr hym, and 
many antemys i-song by note. And thenne the arche-^ 
byschoppes wente to hym and strypte hym owte of hys. 
clothys in to hys schyrte. . . . And thenne the byschoppe 
of Chester and of Rouchester songe a leteny ovyr hym. 
And the Archebyschoppe of Cantyrbury radde many 
colettys ovyr hym. Thenne the archebyschoppys toke 
hym uppe agayne and unlasyd hym and anoyntyd hym. . . . 
Thenne sette they on hys hedde Synt Edwarde ys crowne. 
Thenne rose he owte of hys chayre and layde hym downe 
prostrate agayne. And there the byschoppys sayde ovyr 
hym many hooly colettys. And thenne they toke hym up 
and dyspoylyd hym of hys gere ayen, and thenne arayde 
hym as a byschoppe that sholde synge a masse, with a 
dalmadyke lyke unto a tunycule with a stole abowte hys 
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necke, not crossyd, and apon hys fete a payre of sandellys 
as a byschoppe, and a cope and glovys lyke a byschoppe." 
A full description is also given of the coronation banquet, 
consisting of three courses, including " a berys hedde . . . 
swanne . . . pygge in doory . . . cony . , . pecocke 
. . . egretys . . . larkys . . . chekynnys," etc., and each 
ending with a " sotelte" [cf. No. 18]. [Egerton MS. 1995, 

f- I75-] 



;22. Draft writ by which Henry vi. appoints 
his uncle Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, 
to exercise at the coronation the office 
of Steward of England. Dat. lo Oct. 
1429. In Latin. 

The draft, which consists of a copy of the writ by which 
Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, had been appointed 
to the same office on the occasion of Henry v.'s coronation 
(141 3), with the necessary alterations written over erasures, 
is signed by the members of Henry vi.'s council, viz., 
the above-named Earl of Warwick, J[ohn Kempe] Arch- 
bishop of York, Lord Chancellor, T[homas Langley, 
Cardinal and] Bishop of Durham, P[hilip Morgan] Bishop 
of Ely, J[ohn de Mowbray] Duk6 of Norfolk [Earl 
Marshal], W[illiam Grey] Bishop of London and J[ohn 
Stafford] Bishop of Bath. [Cotton MS. Vesp. C. xiv., 
f. 132.] 



:23. Draft writ of Henry vi. addressed to 
Robert RoUeston, keeper of the Great 
Wardrobe, to provide trappings for Philip 
Dymmok, whose claim [as grandson of 
Sir John and Margaret, see No. 14] 
'' destre arme le iour de la coronacion et 
mounter sur un dexstre',' and to perform 
the other services and receive fees, as his 
ancestors have done time out of mind, is 
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allowed by the king and council. Dat. 
4 Nov. 1429. In French. 

At the foot is a note of similar writs directing the Master 
of the Horse to provide the " destrier " (charger) and the 
Sergeant of the Armoury to provide the armour. 

The name of Rolleston in the draft is on an erasure 
probably from the same reason as in No. 22, and the 
draft is signed by members of the Council, viz., Humphrey, 
Duke of Gloucester, the Archbishop of York, and Bishops 
of Durham, London and Bath as in No. 22, [John, Lord] 
Tiptoft and [John, Lord] Scrope [de Masham]. [Cotton 
MS. Vesp. C. XIV., f. 133.] 

24. Inventory, by Richard Sporley, a West- 
minster monk (about a.d. 1430- 1480) and 
annalist, of relics at Westminster, con- 
taining a note that " Saint Edward king 
and confessor for future memory and for 
the dignity of the king's coronation com- 
manded to be kept in that church all 
the royal ornaments wherewith he was 
crowned." 

The ornaments mentioned are a tunicle (and other 
vestments), an excellent golden crown, golden comb and 
spoon, for the Queen's coronation a crown and two rods, 
and for the Communion a chalice of onyx stone and a 
golden paten. [Cotton MS. Claud. A. viii., f. 31 b.] 

25. Coronation of a French king, 15th century. 

The king, wearing armour and a plain black cap, is 
seated under a canopy decorated with fleurs-de-lys, attended 
by six bishops and six ministers of state bearing various 
objects required in the coronation ceremony. On either 
side of the throne are three bishops, one holding the 
sceptre, one the ampulla with the sacred oil, and one a 
pair of gloves (to be put on by the king after his hands 
have been anointed). The six lay ministers carry respect- 
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ively the crown, sword, helmet (with crown), shield, robe, 
and cap, the two latter being of blue material, lined .with 
ermine and ornamented with fleurs-de-lys. [Harley MS. 
200, 15th century, f. 2.] 

i26. '* Proclamacions made afore the Corona- 
cion " of Richard iii. on 6 July, 1483, for 
preservation of the peace, the good 
treatment of strangers, etc. 

The proclamation commands, among other things, that 
"vndre peyn of deth noo manere of personne, of what 
estate, degre or condicion soeuer he bee, for old or new 
quarel, rancour or malice, make any chalenge or affray, 
nor robbe or dispoille any personne " ; that no person 
" make any quarel or vnlawfully doo any bodily harme or 
hurt to any of the said estraungers or aliens, nor robbe or 
dispoille any, of thaym in thaire goodes or catailles in any 
wise " ; that no person " take any manere of loging within 
the citie of London or suburbes of the same," except ^uch 
as shall be allotted to him by the king's harbingers ; and 
finally, that " euery man bee in his loging by x. of the 
clok in the nyght." A copy. [Harley MS. 433, f. 239 b.] 

27. ' Little Device ' for the coronation of 
^Henry vii. (30 Oct. 1485). 

This is really only a copy from a ceremonial for the 
coronation of Richard in. in 1483, the names being altered 
and other corrections made. Thus on the page shown, in 
the answer to the question addressed to them from the 
four sides of the king's chair, " the people shall say with a 
great voise, Kinge Richard, Kinge Richard, Kinge Richard, 
ye ye ye soo be it," the name is altered to " Kyng Harry, 
Kyng Harry, Kyng Harry." [Addit. MS. 18,669, f- 4o-] 

28. Coronation Oath, written out in the usual 

form, with alterations by Henry viii. in 
his own hand. 

The alterations are not dated, but are certainly subse- 
quent to his own coronation, being evidently intended to 
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bring the oath more into conformity with the king's later 
conception of his position as head of the Church. • E,g,y 
" the king shall swere that he shall kepe and mayntene the 
lawfuU right and the libertees of olde tyme graunted by 
the rightuous Cristen kinges of Englond to the holy chirche, 
• nott preiudyciall to hys jurysdyction and dignite ryalL . . . 
And that he shall graunte to holde lawes and approvyd 
customes of the realme, and lawfull and nott preitidiciaU to 
hys crowne or impei'iall juris\diction\r [The words in 
italics are Henry's additions.] [Cotton MS. Tiberius E. 
VIII., f. 89.] 

29. A joyfull medytacyon to all Englonde of 

the coronacyon of our moost naturall 
souerayne lorde Kynge Henry the eyght. 
[By Stephen Hawes.] tVynkyn de 
IVo^de: London, 1509. 

The earliest printed contemporary illustration of an 
English coronation. Henry viii. and Katharine shown 
seated beneath their respective badges, the Tudor rose and 
the pomegranate, Bishops holding crowns over their heads. 
Facsimile from the copy in the University Library, Cam- 
bridge. 

30. Page from Holinshed's '* Chronicles 
of England, Scotlande and Irelande" 
(1577), describing the coronation of 
Henry viii., with a woodcut illustration 
of the jousts. 

The passage begins : " The morrow following being 
Sunday, and also Midsomer day, that noble prince, with his 
wife Q. Katherine, wente from the Palaice, to the Abbey of 
Westmin. where according to the ancient custome, they 
were annointed and Crowned by the Archb. of Cant, with 
other Prelates of the Realm then present, and the nobilitie, 
and a greate multitude of the commons. After, with the 
solemnity of the said coronation, according to the sacred 
observances used in that behalf, ended, the Lords spirituall 
and temporall did to him homage, and then he returned to 
Westminster Hall with the Queene, where they dined, all 
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the solemne customes and services being used and 
done, whiche in such cases apperteined, every L[ord] 
and other noblemanne, according to their tenures 
before claymed, scene, and allowed, entring into 
their roomths [sic] and offices that day to execute 
the same accordingly." 



31. Mounted Procession from the Tower to 
Whitehall on the day preceding the 
Coronation of Edward vi., February 19, 

1547- 

Engraved by James Basire for the Society of Antiquaries 
from a contemporary painting at Cowdray, since destroyed. 
From Vetusta Monumenta, 



32. Pages from Holinshed's '* Chronicles " 
(second edition, 1587) describing Queen 
Elizabeth's progress through the City of 
London and Coronation. 

The pages displayed contain an account of the incident 
of the gift to the Queen of a branch of rosemary by a poor 
woman, the presentation of a Bible, the coronation, and 
banquet. " On Sundaie the five and twentieth of Januarie, 
hir maiestie was with great solemnitie crowned at West- 
minster in the abbeie church there, by doctor Oglethorpe 
bishop of Carleill. She dined in Westminster hall, which 
was richlie hung, and everie thing ordered in such roiall 
maner, as to such a regall and most solemne feast apper- 
teined. In the meanetime, whilest hir grace sat at dinner 
sir Edward Dimmocke knight, hir champion by office, 
came riding into the hall in faire complet armor, mounted 
upon a beautifuU courser, richlie trapped in cloth of gold, 
entred the hall, and in the midst tiiereof cast downe his 
gantlet : with offigr to fight with him in hir quarell, that 
should denie hir to be the righteous and lawfull queene of 
this realme. The queene taking a cup of gold full of wine, 
dranke to . him thereof, and sent it to him for his fee, 
together with the cover." 

« 3 
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33. The Passage of our most drad Soveraigne 

Lady Quene Elyzabeth through the 
citie of London to Westminster the daye 
before her coronacion. Anno 1558. 
R. Tot hill : London, 1558. 

This gives a fuller account of the presentation of the 
Bible and the verses recited by the Child interpreting the 
Pageant of Truth. " When the childe had thus ended his 
speache, he reached his booke towardes the Quenes 
maiestie, which a little before Tnieth had let downe unto 
him from the hill, whiche by sir John Parrat was received 
and delivered unto the Quene. But she as soone as she had 
receyved the booke kissed it, and with both her handes 
held up the same, and so laid it upon her brest, with great 
thankes to the citie therfore." 

34. The Archs of Triumph erected in honor 
of the High and Mighty Prince James 
the first of that name King of England 
and the sixt of Scotland, at his Maiesties 
entrance and passage through his Honor- 
able Citty and Chamber of London upon 
the 15th day of March 1603 [o.s.]. 
Invented and published by Stephen 
Harrison Joyner and Architect,- and 
graven by William Kip. y. IVindet : 
London, 1604. 

As explained on the page of text shown, these five 
triumphal arches were prepared for the King's passage 
through the City to his Coronation. Owing, however, to 
the plague the procession was postponed till March of the 
following year. 

35. The Ceremonies, Form of Prayer, and 

Services used in Westminster-Abby at 
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the Coronation of King James the First 
and Queen Ann his Consort, July 25th 
Anno 1603. Randal Taylor : London, 
1685. 

Printed in connexion with the Coronation of James ii. 
The pages shown contain the prayer at the coronation of 
the King, and the beginning of the form for the coronation 
of the Queen. 

36. Anthem, *' O Lord Grant the King a 

Long Life," used at the Coronation of 
Charles i. From *' Musica Deo Sacra." 
By Thomas Tomkins. (1668.) 

37. List, by Sir William Segar, Garter King- 
pf-Arms, of '* Necessaries to be provided 
by the Master of the Jewell-House the 
day of the King [Charles i.] and Queen's 
coronacion " [1626]. [Compare No. 44.] 

Apparently drawn up before it was known that Henrietta 
Maria would refuse to take part in the ceremony. The 
sword "called Curtana" here mentioned occurs first by 
name in the account of the coronation of 'Eleanor of 
Provence in 1236 (No. 8) but three swords were carried 
for Richard i. (see No. 5). [Cotton MS. Vesp. C. xiv., 

f. 136.] 

38. '* Ayre, for his Majestys Sagbutts and 

Cornetts/' composed by Matthew Locke 
for the progress of Charles ii. through 
London, on 22 April, 1661, the day before 
the coronation. 

In the composer's autograph, with his initials in the 
upper right-hand corner. In return for this music, Locke 
was created Composer in Ordinary to His Majesty. 
[Addit. MS. 1 7801, f. 62.] 
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39. Mounted Procession on the day preceding 
the Coronation of Charles 11., April 22, 
1661. 

Four plates, of which Nos. i, 2, 4, are designed and 
etched by Wenceslaus Hollar, the third by an artist 
unknown. 

40. Roll containing ** the proceeding to his 
Majesty's coronation [Charles ii.] from 
Westminster Hall to the Abbey Church 
on Tuesday, 23 April, 1661." 

The crown is carried before the King by the Duke of 
Ormond as Lord High Steward, the sceptre with the dove 
by the Duke of Albemarle [General Monck] and the orb 
by the Duke of Buckingham. The three swords of state 
are borne by the Earls of Oxford, Shrewsbury, and Derby. 
[Addit. MS. 29775.] 

41. Coronation Procession of Charles 11., 
April 23, 1 66 1. 

Designed and etched by Wenceslaus Hollar, 

42. Coronation of Charles 11. in Westminster 
Abbey, April 23, 1661. 

The King is seen twice over, first in the middle, kneeling^ 
second in the right background, receiving the crown from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. Designed and etched by 
Wenceslaus Hollar. 

43. The manner of the solemnity of the 
Coronation of his most sacred majesty 
King Charles 11. JV. Gilbert son : 
London, 1660 [1661]. 

With a portrait of the King. 
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44. The Regalia used at the Coronation of 
James ii. and Mary of Modena, April 23, 
1685. 

Two plates by W. Sherwin. From " The History of the 
Coronation of the most excellent Monarch James ii. and 
of his Royal Consort, Queen Mary." By Francis Sandford, 
London, 1687. 

45. Order of Procession at the Coronation of 
James ii. and Mary of Modena, April 23, 
1685. 

Eighteen plates engraved by N. Yeates, J. Collins, 
W. Sherwin, S. Moore, and others. From " The History 
of the Coronation of the most excellent Monarch James ii. 
and of his Royal Consort, Queen Mary," by Francis Sand^ 
ford, London, 1687. 

46. View of the Interior of Westminster 
Abbey looking towards the chancel, as 
prepared for the Coronation of James ii. 
and his Queen. 

Engraved by S. Moore. From Sandford, op, cit 

47 View of the Interior of Westminster 
Abbey looking west, with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury placing the Crown 
on the head of James ii. 

Engraver unknown. From Sandford, op, cit 

48. The Inthronization of James ii. and 
Mary his Queen in Westminster Abbey. 

Engraver unknown. From Sandford, op, cit. 
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49. View of the Royal Banquet in West- 
minster Hall after the Coronation of 
James 11. and Mary. 

Engraved by S. Moore. From Sandford, op, cit 

50. Ground Plan of Westminster Hall, show- 
ing the arrangement of the tables and 
dishes at the Royal Banquet after the 
Coronation of James 11. 

From Sandford, op, cit, 

51. The Kings Champion performing the 

Ceremony of the Challenge after the 
Coronation of James 11. 

Engraved by Nicholas Yeates. From Sandford, op, cit 

52. The History of the Coronation of the 

most High, most ^Mighty and most 
excellent monarch James 11. and of his 
royal Consort Queen Mary. By Francis 
Sandford, Lancaster Herald. T. New- 
comb: [London], 1687. 

The pages shown contain the form of the Oath taken by 
the King. 

53. Ceremonies at the Coronation of William 
and Mary, April 11, 1689. 

(a) Procession conveying the Regalia from the Tower ; 
{b) The King and Queen taking barge to Westminster; 
{c) Administration of the Coronation Oath; {d) The 
Aiiointment of the King; {e) His Crowning by Bishop 
Compton; (/) Challenge of the King's Champion in 
Westminster Hall ; (g) Royal Banquet in Westminster 
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Hallj (A) Illuminations on the Thames. (Af /oof, 
unlettered) Procession from Westminster Abbey to 
Westminster Hall. Etched by Romeyn de Hooghe from 
drawings by J. van Heck. 

54. Portraits of William and Mary crowned 
and receiving homage as King and 
Queen of England, with a view of 
Whitehall in the background. 

Etched by Romeyn de Hooghe, and published at 
Amsterdam, by Carel AUard, with printed text setting forth 
the pedigrees of the King and Queen. 

55. Triumphal Arch erected and painted on 

the West End of Westminster Hall for 
the Coronation of His Majesty King 
George ii. and Queen Caroline. Octo- 
ber nth, 1727. With the ceremonie of 
the Kings Champion attended by the 
Lord High Constable and the Earl 
Marshal. 

Engraved by P. Fourdrinier, after W. Kent. 

56. Coronation Anthem, ** Give the King Thy 
judgments," composed by Dr. William 
Croft, organist of Westminster Abbey, 
for the coronation of George ii. 

In the composer's autograph, signed W. C, and dated 
13 July, 1727, a month after the death of George i. ; but on 
Croft's death, a month later, Handel was commissioned to 
write the music for the Coronation, which took place on 
the nth October. Dr. Croft had previously written an 
anthem for the coronation of George i. [Addit. MS, 
17861, f. 10.] 
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57. Sketch of the Procession usually Observed 

in the Coronation of our Kings and 
Queens together with a Plan Pointing 
out Several new Paths and their Parts 
Adjacent. 

Above, the figures of the Coronation exhibited in three 
tiers : below, a plan of the town from Charing Cross to 
Pimlico and from Curzon Street to Westminster Hall. 
Engraved by an artist unknown, and published on the 
occasion of the Coronation of George iii. and Queen 
Charlotte. 

58. The Form and Order of the Service that 

is to be performed and of the Cere- 
monies that are to be observed in the 
Coronation of their Majesties King 
George iii. and Queen Charlotte in the 
Abbey Church of S. Peter, Westminster, 
on Tuesday the 22d of September, 
1 76 1. Mark Baskett : London, 1761. 

The pages shown contain the prayer at the Coronation 
and the rubric : " Then the King, sitting down in King 
Edward's chair, the Archbishop, assisted with other Bishops, 
comes from the Altar ; the Dean of Westminster brings the 
Crown, and the Archbishop, taking it of him, reverently 
putteth it upon the King's Head. At the sight whereof 
the People, with loud and repeated Shouts, cry, God Save 
the King, and the Trumpets sound, and by a signal given 
the great Guns at the Tower are shot off." 

59. ''Their Sacred Majesty's George & 

Charlotte His Royal Consort. With 
the Form of the Proceeding to 
their Royal Coronation in Westminster 
Abbey. Taken During the Procession 
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on Tuesday the 22nd of April 1761. 
Likewise the coronets of the Nobility.'* 

Above, portraits of the King and Queen in circular 
medallions : below, text in three columns : at each side, 
six figures of coronets. 

Anonymous engraving published after the Coronation of 
George in. and Queen Charlotte. f 

60. Coronation Procession of George iii. 
Ticket to admit bearer to the Church- 
Vard of S. Margaret's Westminster. 

" Coronation Procession West End of St. Margaret's 
Church-Yard. [Thirty-sixth] Box. Bench [A.] No. [21]. 
Come through the Passage from Old Palace Yard by 
St. Margarets Church to the Boxes : and keep this Ticket." 
[John Merest.] 

61. Coronation Ticket. Record Room, West- 
minster Abbey. For the coronation of 
George in. 

With similar instructions to the preceding, ending " Keep 
this Ticket till all be over." 

62. Engraved Ticket to admit bearer to 
Westminster Abbey for the Coronation 
of George in. 

63. Triumphal Arch, with the Entrance of 

the Champion, attended by the Lord 
High Constable and the Earl Marshal. 
Done from the original design for the 
said arch painted by Mr. Oram, and 
erected in Westminster Hall for the 
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Coronation of their majesties King 
George the Third and Queen Charlotte, 
September 22d, 1761. 

Engraved by A. Walker after W. Oram, 

64. Ceremonial of the Coronation of his most 

sacred majesty King George the Fourth 
in the abbey of St. Peter, West-Minster, 
including the names of the Archbishops, 
Bishops, Peers, Knights and Principal 
Officers who assisted in that magnificent 
ceremony. JVestminster : Printed by 
yohn IVhit taker, 1823. 

Forty leaves printed in gold, with coloured illustrations. 
Nineteen leaves are here displayed under the glass of the 
wall-cases. 

65. The Coronation of his most sacred 

majesty King George the Fourth, solem- 
nized in the collegiate church of Saint 
Peter Westminster, upon the nineteenth 
day of July 1821. • Undertaken by his 
majesty's especial Command by the late 
Sir George Nayler, Garter Principal 
King-of-Arms, and since his decease 
completed from the official documents. 
London: Published by Henry George 
Bohn, 1839. 

The pages shown give the order of the chief part of the 
procession, that nearest to the King who is described as 
being " in his royal robes, wearing a cap of estate, adorned 
with jewels under a cloth of gold, supported by sixteen 
barons of the Cinque Ports, His Majesty's train home by 
eight eldest sons of peers." 
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66. Coronation Procession of George iv., 
July 19, 182 1. 

Lithograph by George Scharf, sen'. 

67. View of Palace Yard on the day of the 

Coronation of George iv. 

Lithograph by J. Goldicutt. 

68. Coronation of William iv. in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 

Anonymous aquatint. 

69. Ticket for the South Side within West- 

minster Abbey for the Coronation of 
their Majesties King William iv. and 
Queen Adelaide. 

70. View of Westminster Abbey, with the 

Coronation Procession of William iv. 
and Queen Adelaide. 

Engraved by Woolnoth after Cattermole. 

71. Study from life of Queen Victoria in her 

Coronation robes. 

Drawing in water-colours by Sir William Newton. 

72. Original Studies and Sketches in pen, 
pencil and water-colour by Sir George 
Hayter for his picture of the Coronation 
of Queen Victoria. 

(a and d) Details of architecture and fittings in West- 
minster Abbey ; (c) the Duke of Wellington ; (d and e) the 
Archbishop of Canterbury ; (/) the Duchess of Sutherland ; 
(g) the Duchess of Sutherland's hand ; (A) her train. 
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73. The Coronation of Queen Victoria in 
Westminster Abbey, June 28, 1838. 

* 

Engraved in mixed manner by Ryall after the picture by 
Sir George Hayter. With key-plate annexed. 

74. Original pen-and-pencil sketch by' Sir 
George Hayter for the composition of 
the preceding picture. 

75. Queen Victoria receiving the Sacrament 
in Westminster Abbey before her 
Coronation. 

Engraved in aquatint by George Baxter ; proof impres- 
sion in monochrome ; the plate was a,fterwards finished in 
colours. 

76. Queen Victoria receiving the Sacrament 
in Westminster Abbey before her 
Coronation. 

Engraved in mezzotint by;Samuel Cousins, after a picture 
by C. R. Leslie, R.A. 

77. Queen Victoria receiving the crown from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Engraved . in mixed manner by Wagstaff, after a picture 
by Parris. 



( 29 ) 



ENGLISH ACCESSION AND 
CORONATION MEDALS. 



The first coronation medal in the English series is that of 
Edward vi. That there are none of an earlier date is not 
surprising, as we have but few English medals before about 
the middle of the reign of Henry viil, and these are chiefly 
portrait-medals only. The coronation medal of Edward vi., 
besides being the first of the series, is perhaps one of the most 
remarkable. It is of large size, and has on the obverse a portrait 
of the King, with a long inscription in Latin setting forth his 
claim to the supremacy of the Church in England and Ireland. 
The reverse type consists of a repetition of this inscription in 
Hebrew and Greek. The design was not original, but was taken 
from a medal of Henry viii. commemorating the Reformation. 

The example set by Edward vl was not followed either by 
Mary or Elizabeth, of whom we have no coronation medals. Of 
the latter, however, there are some medalets commemorating her 
accession, on which she is symbolised by the phoenix rising from 
the flames, an allusion to the treatment she had received from her 
sister and Philip of Spain. James i. and Charles l both struck 
medals, or rather medalets, on their coronation, the former also 
on his accession ; but of Charles i. the most remarkable pieces are 
those relating to his coronation at Edinburgh, and to his returni 
to London after that event. They are both by the artist Nicholas 
Briot, and are good examples of his skill as a medallist, especially 
the Return to London medal, on which there is an interesting 
view of the Thames and the City of London. 

Many medals, mostly Dutch, commemorate the restoration of 
Charles ii. ; the best being by Jan Roettier, who is said to have 
come from Holland in the retinue of the King. The coronation, 
medal was, however, executed by Thomas Simon, who takes the 
first place amongst English medallists and coin-engravers. His 
small medal of Charles is considered a gem of medallic art. The 
dies were executed with the greatest care, and with the most 
minute attention to detail; and the skilfulness of the artist 
is apparent throughout. Roettier's medals of James n. and Mary 
of Modena may be said to come next to Simon's in point of 
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workmanship. They are, however, unlike his usual style, being m 
very low relief; but, in spite of that, they are of considerable 
merit ; and the subject for the reverse of the Queen's medal is a 
very graceful one, and might serve as a suggestion to medallists of 
the present day. Roettier made also the coronation medals for 
William and Mary, whose heads, on account of their joint claim to 
the throne, are placed conjointly on the obverse. This rendered . 
one medal only necessary. 

The coronation medals from Anne to George iii. call for little 
comment. Though small, and therefore confining the artist's 
powers of design within very narrow limits, they compare fairly 
well with other medals of the same period; but a considerable 
decadence in style and work is noticeable when contrasted with 
similar medals of the previous century. The medal of George iv. 
by Pistrucci was, like his coinage, a success, showing very careful 
and skilful treatment ; but he did not maintain his reputation when 
he produced the coronation medal of Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria. 

Though it had been the custom to strike separate medals of 
the King and Queen when crowned on the same occasion, an 
exception was made in the case of William iv. and Queen 
Adelaide, whose heads appear on only one medal; the reason 
given being that the artist, Wyon, who was commissioned to do 
the work, was only allowed the short space of fifteen days within 
which to produce the dies. To his credit it may be said that the 
medal itself does not show any signs of such haste. 

The unofficial accession and coronation medals which are 
included in this exhibition will enable the visitor to form some 
idea of medallic work in this country from the 17 th to the 19th 
century. 



I. Edward vi/ - Coronation, 1547. 

Odv, Half-length figure of Edward vi. to right, crowned 
and 'in armour, holding sword and orb. EDWARDVS VI. 

' D. G. ANG. FR. ET HI. REX FIDEI DEFNS. ET IN 
TERRI& ANG. ET HIB. EGGLE. GAPVT SVPREMVM 

• GORONATV8 EST M.D.XLVI. XX. FEBRVA • ETATIS 
D EG I MO. jRev, Inscriptions in Hebrew and Greek of 
similar import to the legend on the obverse. Gold and 
silver. Size, 2*4 in. 

This is the first coronation medal issued in England. 
It is dated after the old style. The inscriptions on it are 
similar to those on medals of Henry viii. (see above). 
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2. Edward vi. Coronation, 1547. 

Obv, Half-length figure of Edward vi. to left, wearing 
cap with feather, cloak with high collar, and chain round 
his neck; gloves in his right hand. EDVARDVS V (sic) 
DEI GRA. AN. REX. Rev, Plain. Lead. Size, 3*0 in. 

A contemporary cast in lead, and probably of French 
work. It may have been intended for the obverse of a 
medallion to commemorate the coronation, as the bust of 
the king somewhat resembles that on a variety of the 
previous one. The Museum specimen, which is unique, 
was obtained from a private collection at Geneva. 



3. James i. Accession to the English throne, 
1603. 

Obv, Bust of James i. three-quarters to right, laureate, 
in Roman dress. lAC. I. TOTIVS INS. BRYT. IMP. ET 
FRANC. ET HIB. REX. Rev, Royal shield, crowned. 
IVGI CONCORDIA FLORENT. Silver. Size, 175 in. 

On this medal James styles himself " Emperor." It is 
the first instance of any English Sovereign having assumed 
this title j but it was quite in accordance with James's idea 
•of the unlimited power of a monarch, and expressive of 
his satisfaction at succeeding to the rule of the " British 
Isles." 



4. James i. Coronation, 1603. 

Obv, Bust of James i. to right, laureate, in Roman dress. 
lAC. I. BRIT. C>E. AVG H^.' OESARVM C>E. D.D. 
Rev, Lion rampant crowned, holding beacon and wheat- 
sheaf. ECCE PHAOS POPVLIQ. SALV8. Silver. Size, 
1-15 in. 

This medalet is said to have been struck for general 
distribution at the king's coronation, 25 July, 1603, and is 
the first one issued in England for that purpose. James, 
as on the previous medal, appears in the costume and with 
the titles of a Roman Caesar. 
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5. Queen Anne, of Denmark. Coronation, 

1603. 

Ohv, Bust of Anne, three-quarters to left, in rich dress,. 
&c. ANNA D. Q. REGINA MAQ. BRIT., &c. ^«/. Shield^ 
arms of the queen, crowned. ASTVTIA FALLAX TVTIOR 
INNOCENTIA. Silver. Size, ri5 in. 

Though apparently a companion to the small piece of 
James i., and intended to commemorate the queen's 
coronation, it is probable that it was not issued for some 
months after that event, as James did not assume the title 
of " King of Great Britain " till the following year, at 
which time he abandoned those of " Emperor " and 
" Caesar." 

6. Charles i. Coronation, 1626. By Nicholas 

Briot. 

Ohv, Bust of Charles i. to right, crowned and in robes 
of the Garter. CAROLVS I. D. G. MAG. BRITAN.. etc.^ 
REX.; below, N. B. (Nicholas Briot). Rev. Arm issuing 
from clouds and holding sword. DONEC PAX REDDITA 
TERRIS.-CORON. 2 FEBRV. 1626. Gold and silver^ 
Size, 1*2 in. 

This medalet was struck for general distribution at the 
king's coronation, and was the work of Nicholas Briot, a 
Frenchman, and one of the most skilful medallists of the 
first half of the i yth century. The legend on the reverse 
refers to Charles's determination to assist the United 
Provinces in establishing their independence, and to restore 
Frederick, Count Palatine, to his kingdom of Bohemia, a 
not very appropriate subject for a coronation medal. 

7. Queen Henrietta Maria. Coronation ?, 

1626. By Nicholas Briot. 

* Oh), Bust of Henrietta Maria to left, crowned and in 
embroidered dress with ruff. HENRIETTA MARIA D. Q» 
M. B. F. ET HIB. REGINA. No reverse. Silver. Size, 
1-25 in. 

A shell without a reverse. It was possibly intended as 
a companion to the coronation medalet of the king ; but 
no finished specimen is known of it. 
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:8. Charles i. Scottish Coronation, 1633. 
By Nicholas Briot. 

Obv. Bust of Charles i. to left, crowned and in robes of 
the Garter. CAROLVS D. G. SCGTI/E ANGLI/E FR. ET 
HIB. R. Rev. Thistle and rose tree combined. HI NO 
NOSTR/E CREVERE ROS/E.-CGRGN. 18 IVNII 1633. B. 
(Nicholas Briot). Gold. Size, I'l in. 

Charles was crowned king of Scotland in Edinburgh 
1 8 June, 1633. The gold from which these medals were 
struck came from Niddesdale and Clydesdale. The supply, 
however, must have been limited, as only a few specimens 
are known. In the inventory of the pictures and rarities 
belonging to Charles i., and deposited in Whitehall, one 
of these medals is mentioned, and described as "much 
worn in his Majesty's pocket." 

<), Charles i. Scottish Coronation and 
Return to London, 1633. By Nicholas 
Briot. 

Obv. The king on horseback to left. CARGLVS 
AVGVSTISS. ET INVICTISS. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET 
HIB. MGNARCHA— 1633. Rev. View of London from the 
south side of the Thames, showing London Bridge,* St. 
Paul's, etc, ; above, midday sun and the letter E (Edin- 
burgh). SGL GRBEM REDIENS SIC REX ILLVMINAT 
VRBEM. (xold and silver. Size, 17 in. 

This medal was struck upon the king's return to London, 
after his coronation at Edinburgh. 

ao. Charles IL Coronation at Scone, 1651. 

Obv. Bust of Charles ii. to right, crowned, and wearing 
the robes of the (barter. CARGLVS 2. D. G. SCG. ANG. 
FRA. & HI. REX Fl. DE. Cor, i. ia. Scon. 1651. Rev. 
Lion rampant, holding a thistle in its paw. NEMO ME 
IMPVNE LACESSET. Gold and silver. Size, 1*25 in. 

Always cast and slightly chased. Charles 11. was pro- 
claimed king at Edinburgh a few days after his father's 
execution, but he was not crowned till January ist, 1651. 
I'he ceremony took place at Scone, but "was not with 
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much state, and it had been preceded by two solemn 
fasts, one for the sins of the king and his family, the other 
for the sins of the kirk and State." 

11. Charles ii. Restoration, 1660. By Jan 

Roettier. 

0H\ Bust of Charles ii. to right, within branches of 

laurel. !CAROLUS II. D. G. MAGN. BRITANN. FRANC. 
ET HIBERN. REX - DEVM PROVIDENTIA ATQ. 
MISERICORDIA VIVO. - ANNO RESERAT/E SALUTIS 
1660 DIE 29 MAM. Rev, A ship approaching the shore^ 
on which stand three warriors, England, Scotland and 
Ireland, holding sceptre, sword, and three crowns. Above,. 
Eye of Providence. SI DEUS EST GUSTOS QUIS 
MEUS HOSTISIERIT. Silver. Size, 225 in. 

Commemorative of the king*s arrival in England on his. 
Restoration. He landed at Dover on May 26th, 1660, 
and made his pubhc entry into London three days later,, 
on the 29th. This medal is by Jan Roettier, who was. 
afterwards chief engraver to the Mint, and is probably the 
first one executed by him in this country. He is said to- 
have accompanied the king from Holland on his return to* 
England.' 

12. Charles ii. Restoration, 1660. By 

George Bower. 

Obv, Bust of Charles ii. to left, in robes and collar of 
the Garter. CAROLVS II. DEI GRATIA MAG. BR., etc, 
REX. Rev. Jupiter, seated on his eagle amidst clouds, 
launches his thunder against the prostrate giants. Signed, 
G, Boiver^ F, Silver. Size, 2*5 in. 

Charles is represented as Jupiter demolishing his foes, 
the giants ; not improbably an allusion to the execution of 
the regicides. George Bower, who made the medal, was 
appointed in 1664 an engraver to the Mint and embosser- 
in-ordinary to the king. 

13. Charles ii. Restoration, 1660. By Jan 

Roettier. 

Obv, Bust of Charles ii. to right, in Roman dress ^ 
AVGVSTISS. GAROLO SEOVNDO P.P. Re%\ Hercules. 
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Minerva, Peace and Mercury (with features of the king) 
assembled round an altar, behind which stands Prudence^ 
leaning on a shield bearing a figure of Britannia ; Plenty 
reposes in the foreground. NVLLVM NVMEN ABEST.- 
BRITANNI/E. Gold and silver. Size, 2*45 in. 

This medal, also by Jan Roettier, represents a symbolical 
view of Britain after the Restoration, when Fortitude, 
Wisdom, Peace, Commerce, Prudence and Plenty are all 
supposed to be united in making their offerings at the 
national altar. 

14. Charles ii. Coronation, 1661. By 
Thomas Simon. 

Odt'. Bust of Charles ii. to right, crowned, in robes of the 
Garter. CAROLVS II. D. G. ANG. SCO. FR. ET HI. 
REX. Below, T. 8. (T. Simon). Jiei^. The king seated 
to left, in royal robes and holding sceptre and orb ; Peace 
places the crown on his head. E VERSO MISSVS 
SVCCVRRERE SECLO XXIII. APR. 1661. Gold and 
silver. Size, 1*15 in. 

This is the official coronation medal struck for distribu- 
tion amongst the spectators of that splendid ceremony. 
It was the work of Thomas Simon, who was chief engraver 
to the Mint under the Commonwealth, and at the Restora- 
tion, and who executed the famous " Petition Crown.*' For 
minuteness of detail and delicacy of work it has never 
been equalled by others issued on subsequent similar 
occasions. It has also the merit of practically inaugurating 
the official series of coronation medals, which have been 
continued to the present time. For the dies for this 
small medal Simon was paid ;^iio. 

15. Charles ii. Coronation, 1661. By 
Thomas Simon. 

Odv. Bust of Charles ii. to left, crowned, in robes of the 
Garter. CAROLVS II. D. G. MAG. BRI. FRA. ET HI. 
REX CORONATV8. I^ei\ The king as a shepherd, stand- 
ing in a landscape, surrounded by flocks of sheep. 
DIXI CVSTODIAM XXIII. APRIL 1661. On edge, 
CORONATO PASTORE OVAT OVILE. Silver. Size, 1*3 in. 

This medal is also by Thomas Simon, and the head of 
the king on the obverse is very similar to that on the 
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coins, the dies for which he also made. Poets of the 
17 th century frequently refer to the king in similar terms 
conveyed by this medal : — 

Here, like the people's Pastor," — Waller 
promising to — 

" Act the Shepherd in a noble sphere, 
And take his nation into royal care." — Parnell. 

16. James 11. Accession, 1685. ^Y George 

Bower. 

Bust of James ii. to right, laureate, wearing mantle. 
lACOBVS II. D. G. MAG. BRI. FRAN. ET HI. REX. 
Below, G. B. F. (G. Bower fecit). Rev. A chair of State, 
on which is the British crown protected by an angel 
holding a flaming sword and an olive-branch. TVTAMEN 
AB ALTO. Silver. Size, 1*75 in. 

Struck by Bower soon after the king^s accession. The 
messenger from on high protects the crown with his 
gleaming sword, and is holding the olive-branch of peace, 
emblematic of the future reign of James. 

17. James ii. Coronation, 1685. By Jan 

Roettier. 

OkiK Bust of James ii. to right, laureate, in Roman 
dress. lAGOBVS II. D. G. ANG. SCO. FR. ET HI. REX. 
Below, R (J. Roettier). Rev. Laurel wreath on a cushion. 
Above, hand holding a crown. A MILITARI AD REGIAM 
-INAVGVRAT. 23 AP. 1685. Silver. Size, 1*35 in. 

This medal, by Jan Roettier, was the official one dis- 
tributed amongst the spectators at the coronation. James 
had distinguished himself in his early days as a naval and 
military commander, and he was now called upon to direct 
his attention to the functions of royalty. 

18. Queen Mary, of Modena. Coronation, 

1685. By Jan Roettier. 

O^v. Bust of Mary to right, laureate and draped. 
MARIA D. G. ANG. SCO. FR. ET HI. REGINA. Below, 
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R (J. Roettier). Rev. The queen in loose drapery seated 
on a mound. O DEA CERTE. Silver. Size, i "35 in. 

This is the queen's official medal. Mary Beatrice 
Eleonora d'Este, usually called Mary of Modena, was the 
daughter of Alphonso iv., Duke of Modena. She was 
distinguished for her beauty, and the graces of her person- 
and bearing. 



19. William III. Accession, 1689. By Anton' 
Meybusch. 

Obv. Bust of William iii. to right, laureate, in Romani 
dress. GVLIELMVS III. D. G. MAG. BRIT., etc., REX. 
Below, ANT. MEIBVS. F. Rev, England, Scotland, and 
Ireland kneeling, and holding the British shield, receive a 
cap of Liberty from William iii. in Roman costume; brokeni 
yokes strew the ground. VENI VICI LIBERTATEM 
REDDIDI. Below, A. MEIBVS. F. 1688. Silver. Size,. 
2*4 in. 

This medal commemorates the offer to William of the 
crown by the Convention, represented by the three female 
figures. The ceremony took place at Whitehall, 
February 23rd, 1689, or, according to the old style,. 
February 13th, 1688. William declared that he had no 
other intention in coming to England than to preserve the 
religion, laws, and liberties of the three kingdoms. 



20. William and Mary. Accession, 1689. 
Dutch, 

Ohv, Busts of William and Mary facing each other. He 
is laureate and in armour; she is draped. G. HENR. ET 
MAR. PR. AVR. M. BRIT. R. 1689-MAJVS PAR 
MOBILE SGEPTRIS. Rev, Britannia welcoming Belgium 
bearing the shield of William ; near Britannia her shield 
and cap of Liberty on pedestal; fleet in the distance. 
M. BRIT. EXP. NAV. BAT. LIB. REST. ASSERTA. 
Silver. Size, 2*3 in. 

Struck in Holland, and commemorative of the arrival of 
William. 
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21. William and Mary. Coronation, 1689. 
By Jan Roettier. 

Obv. Conjoined busts of William and Mary to right, 
draped. GVLIELMVS ET MARIA REX ET REGINA. 
liev. Jove thunders against Phaethon, who falls from his 
chariot ; the earth in flames. NE TOTVS ABSVMATVR— 
mAVGVRAT. il. AP. 1689. Silver. Size, 1*35 in. 

This was the official coronation medal struck for distribu- 
tion among the spectators. It was the work of Jan 
Roettier, and is considered by far the best of those com- 
memorating this event, which were very numerous. The 
reverse design was intended to show that, as James was 
unable to manage the reins of government, he was dis- 
placed in order that the whole kingdom should not be 
destroyed. 



22. William and Mary. Coronation, 1689. 
Bv G. Bower. 

Obv. Conjoined busts of William and Mary to right, 
draped. GVLIELMVS ET MARIA D. G. ANG. FRA. ET 
HIB. REX ET REGINA FID. DEF. &c. Below, G. B. F. 
(G. Bower fecit). Rev, Perseus delivering Andromeda from 
a sea-monster. PRETIVMQ. ET CAVSA LABORIS. 1689. 
Silver. Size, 1*45 in. 

William is Perseus, and Andromeda England — the reward 
and cause of his expedition. 



23. William and Mary. Coronation, 1689. 
By G. Bower. 

Obv. Conjoined busts of William and Mary to right. 
GVLIELMVS ET MARIA D. G. MAG. BR., etc., REX 
ET REGINA. Below, G. B. F. (G. Bower fecit). Rev. 
William and Mary seated beneath a canopy of State : two 
bishops support a crown over their heads. IDOLOLATRIA 
SERVITVTE PROFLIGATIS RELIGIONE LEGIB. LIBER- 
TAT. RESTITVTIS.-I689. Silver. Size, 2-15. in. 

It is said that this medal was struck in gold for presenta- 
tion to those who took an active part in the ceremony of 
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the coronation. The bishops were Compton, of London, 
the suffragan of Archbishop Saner oft, and Burnet, of 
Salisbury. 



24. William and Mary. Coronation, 1689. 
By R. Arondeaux. 

Obv. Busts of William and Mary facing each other 
within wreaths of roses • and oranges; above the royal 
crown and four sceptres ; below an open book with seals, 
LEGES ANGLI/E inscribed on pedestal. AVREA POMA 
MIXTA ROSIS.-D. F. A. WILH. HENR. ET MARIA M. 
BRIT. R. Rev. A prostrate uprooted oak; near it a 
flourishing orange-tree ; fleet in the distance. MELIOREM 
UAPSA LOCAVIT. - INAVGVRATIONE MAIE8TATVM 
PERACTA LONDINI ^^ APRIL 1689. Silver. Size, 
2*45 in. 

Medals commemorating the accession and coronation of 
William and Mary were struck not only in England, but 
also in Holland, Belgium, and in several German cities. 
The above medal is Dutch. The obverse is emblematic 
of Cxreat Britain. \A'illiam and Mary, the orange and the 
rose, with the four sceptres of England, France, Scotland 
and Ireland united under one crown, and supported upon 
the laws of England and the Bible, thus provide for the 
security of the kingdom and the happiness of the people. 
On the reverse the fallen oak and the flourishing orange- 
tree symbolise the abdication of James and the substitution 
of William. 



25. William and Mary. Coronation, 1689. 
By G. Hautsch. 

Ohv. Bust of William to right, laureate and draped. 
WILH. III. D. G. ANG. SCO. FR. ET HIB. REX DEF. 
FID.-G. H. (G. Hautsch). Rev, Bust of Mary to left, 
draped. MARIA D. G. ANG. SCO. FR. ET HI. REGINA: 
on edge, GORONAT. WEST-MONAST. D. XI. APRIL. 
ANNO MDCLXXXIX. Silver. Size, 1*55 in. 

This medal was struck at Nuremberg, where Hautsch 
worked as a medallist. 
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26. William and Mary. Coronation Festival 

at the Hague, 1689. 

Obv, Shield of William in., crowned, within the Garter. 
BRITTAN. LIBER. RELIG. IVSTIT. LEG. VIND. 
M.D.C.LXXXIX. Rev, A female figure holding staff sur- 
mounted by Cap of Liberty and resting her arm on a 
Bible. HANG TVEMVR HAG NITIMVR. Silver. Size, 

1*3 in- 

On the day of the coronation a great festival was held at 

the Hague, and these medals were freely distributed among 
the populace. 

27. Anne. Accession, 1702. By John Croker. 

Obv, Bust of Anne to left, crowned and draped. ANNA. 
D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET HIB. REGINA. 'Rei\ A 
heart enclosed within branches of oak and laurel, which 
pass through a crown above, and rest upon a pedestal 
inscribed ATAVIS REGIBVS. - ENTIRELY ENGLISH. 
Silver. Size, 1*35 in. 

This medal is by John Croker, a native of Dresden, 
who was appointed assistant engraver at the Mint in 1697, 
and chief engraver in 1705. In addressing the two- 
Houses of Parliament on 11 March, 1702, the Queen 
declared : " As I know my own heart to be entirely 
English, I can very sincerely assure you there is not any- 
thing you can expect or desire from me which I shall not 
be ready to do for the happiness and prosperity of 
England." 

28. Anne. Coronation, 1702. By John 

Croker. 

Obv, Bust of Anne to left, draped. ANNA D. G. MAG. 
BR. FR. ET HIB. REGINA. Rev, Anne as Pallas hurling 
thunder at a double-headed monster. VIGEM GERIT 
ILLA TONANTIS.-INAVGVRAT XXIII AP. MDCCII. Silver. 
Size, I '4 in. 

Though not signed, Croker also made this medal, which 
was the official one, and was distributed by the Treasurer 
of the Household at the Coronation. Anne adopted the 
policy of William in resisting the power of France, and is. 
therefore typified by Pallas wielding the bolts of Jupiter. 
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29. George i. Accession, 17 14. By E- 
Hannibal. 

Obv, Bust of George i. to right, in Roman dress.. 
GEORGIVS D. G. MAG. BRIT. PR. ET HIB. REX. 
Below, E. H AN N I BAL. Rev. The King, wearing the Electoral 
cap and robes between Religion and Liberty, who crowns- 
him with laurel, receives Britannia, who presents to him 
the insignia of royalty, and tramples upon the bicast of 
Discord ; behind her the British Lion with the royal shield. 
PRINC. OPT. RELIGIONIS ET LIBERTATIS CVSTODI. 
-PVBLICA AVGTORITATE PROGLAMATO ^^ AVG. ANNO 

MDCCXIIIl. Gold and silver. Size, 2*65 in. 

The object of the Hanoverian successign was to preserve 
the Protestant Religion and the constitutional liberties of 
the Kingdom, and to suppress discord and the Papal party. 
This medal was struck at Clausthal, Hannibal, the engraver, 
being in the service of the House of Brunswick. 



30. George i. Accession aad Arrival in 

London, 17 14. By John Croker. 

Obv. Bust of George i. to right, laureate, in Roman 
dress. GEORGIVS D. G. MAG. BRI. FRA. ET HIB. 
REX. F. D. Below, I. C. (John Croker). Rev, A female 
figure, London, presents the keys of the city to the king in 
a car drawn by four horses in front of the Royal Exchange. 
L/ETITIA PVBLICA. -ADVENTVS REGIS IN VRBEM. 
20 SEPT. 1714 Silver and bronze. Size, 1*55 in. 

On the 20th September the King proceeded from 
Greenwich in a state coach drawn by eight horses, and 
entered London accompanied by not fewer than 250 
carriages, each drawn by six horses, and preceded by the 
Lord Mayor and also the City Magistrates on horseback. 

31. George i. Coronation, 17 14. By John 
Croker. 

Obv. Bust of George i. to right, laureate, in Roman 
dress. GEORGIVS D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET HIB. REX. 
On shoulder, I. 0. (J. Croker). Rev. The king seated,. 
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crowned by Britannia. INAVGVRAT. XX OCT. MDCCXIIII. 
Silver and copper. Size, 1*35 in. 

This is the official medal struck for general distribution 
at the Coronation. The ceremony was performed without 
more delay than was necessary to complete the pre- 
parations. 



32. George i. Coronation, 17 14. By E. 
Hannibal. 

Obv, Bust of George i., laureate, in Roman dress. 
GEORGIVS D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET HIB. REX. Rev, 
The king, seated beneath a canopy, is crowned by 

Britannia. INAVGVRAT |^ OCT. MDCCXIIII. Gold and 
silver. Size, 2*0 in. 

Like the previous medal by Hannibal (No. 29), this one 
was struck at Clausthal. 



33. George ii. Accession, 1727. By E. 
Hannibal. 

Obv, Bust of George ii. to left, laureate, in Roman 
dress. GEORGIVS II. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET HIB. 
REX. F. D. Rev, Horse galloping over rugged ground. 
NEC ASPERA TERRENT.-SVCCESSIO ELECTORALIS 
MDCCXXVII. E. H. (E. Hannibal). Silver. Size, 2*5 in. 

Struck to commemorate the accession of George 11. to 
the Electorate of Hanover upon the death of his father, as 
also to the throne of England. The device and legend on 
the reverse are the badge and motto of the Brunswick 
family. 



34. Queen Caroline. Accession, 1727. By 
E. Hannibal. 

Obv, Bust of Queen Caroline to left, draped. CAROLINA 
D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET HIB. REGINA. Rev, Caroline 
as Juno seated facing holding sceptre, and resting left hand 
on her peacock. lOVE SEQVE DIGNA. MDCCXXVII. 
Lead. Size, 2*5 in. 
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A companion to the preceding medal. It compliments 
the queen under the character of Juno, as well as the king 
as Jupiter. 

35. George 11. Coronation, 1727. By John 

Croker. 

Obv. Bust of George ii. to left, laureate, in Roman 
dress. GEORGIVS II. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET HJB. REX. 
On shoulder, I. C. (J. Croker). Rev, The king crowned 
by Britannia. VOLENTES PER POPVLOS.-CORON. XI. 
OCTOB. MDCCXXVII. Silver. Size, 1*35 in. 

This is the official medal of the coronation, distributed 
at the public expense. It is said that 200 were struck in 
gold, 800 in silver, and a still greater number in copper. 

36. Queen Caroline. Coronation, 1727. By 
John Croker. 

Obv, Bust of Queen Caroline to left, draped. CAROLINA 
D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET HIB. REGINA. On shoulder, 
I. 0. (J. Croker). Rev. The queen standing facing 
between Religion and Britannia. HIC AMOR H^C 
PATRIA.-CORON. XI. OCTOB. MDCCXXVII. Silver. 
Size, 1*35 in. 

The official coronation medal. The queen is repre- 
sented between the chief objects of her affection. She had 
evinced her firm attachment to the Protestant religion 
in refusing the hand of Charles, son of the Emperor 
Leopold I., when the prospects were fair of his succeeding 
to the kingdom of Spain and to the Empire. She was the 
daughter of John Frederick, Margrave of Brandenburg. 

37. George III. Accession, 1 760. By Thomas 

Pingo. 

Obv. Bust of George III. to left. GEORGIVS III. REX. 
Rev. A heart within a wreath of laurel and oak resting on 
a pedestal inscribed BORN MAY 24 PROCLAIMED OCTR. 
26 1760. ENTIRELY BRITISH. Silver and bronze. 
Size, 1*45 in. 

Though not signed, this medal is by Thomas Pingo, an 
Italian, and engraver to the Mint. In his first * speech to 
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Parliament, the king said : " Born and educated in this, 
country I glory in the name of Britain, and the peculiar 
happiness of my life will ever consist in promoting the 
welfare of a people whose loyalty and warm affection to 
me I consider as the greatest, most permanent security of 
my throne." 



38. George iii. Coronation, 1761. By 
Laurence Natter. 

Obv. Bust of George iii. to right, laureate, and irk 
armour. GEORGIVS III. D. G. M. BRI. FRA. ET HIB. 
REX F. D. On shoulder, L. N. (L. Natter). Rev, The 
king seated crowned by Britannia. PATRIAE OVANTI— 
CORON. XXII. SEP. MDGCLXI. Silver and bronze. Size, 

1*35 in- . 
The official medal distributed by the Treasurer of the 

Household during the ceremony of the coronation. Of 
this medal, HoUis observes : " The artist "did not succeed 
so well in this performance owing to want of time, the 
place and manner of sinking it, and various other circum- 
stances." Natter was one of the best gem engravers of the 
1 8th century. 



39. Queen Charlotte. Coronation, 176 1. B^'^ 
Laurence Natter. 

Obv, Bust of Queen Caroline to right, draped, 
CHARLOTTA D. G. M. BR. FR. ET HIB. EGINA. 
Below, L. N. F. (L. Natter fecit). Rei\ The queen stand-^ 
ing near an altar, and crowned by Victory. QVAESITVM 
MERITIS.- CORON. 22 SEPT. MDGCLXI.- L. N. (L. 
Natter). Silver and bronze. Size, i'35 in. 

A companion to the medal of the king. Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz was married to George in. on 
October 8th, 1761. The marriage was hurried on so that 
she could be crowned with the king on the 22 nd following. 
Natter, therefore, could have had but a very short time to* 
execute the dies for her medal. 
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40. George IV. Accession, 1820. By Webb. 

Obv^ Bust of George iv. facing; head in profile. 
GEORGIVS IV. REX BRITANNIARVM. Rev. Crown, 
sceptre with dove and sword, supported on a cushion and 
placed on a cube. STAT REGE LEX STAT LEGE REX- 
MDCCCXX. Bronze. Size, 2*2 in. 

This is an example of the many medals struck at 
the accession of George iv. They are nearly all devoid of 
any artistic merit. 

41. George iv. Coronation, 1821. By B. 

Pistrucci. 

Obv, Head of George iv. to left, laureate. GEORGIUS 
nil. D. G. BRITANNIARUM REX F. D. Below, B. P. 
(B. Pistrucci). Rev, The king seated, crowned by Victory ; 
before him, near an altar, are three figures representing 
England, Scotland and Ireland. PROPRIO JAM JURE 
ANIMO PATERNO.-INAUGURATUS DIE JULII XIX ANNO 
MDGCCXXI. Silver. Size, 1*4 in. 

The official medal distributed at' the coronation. 
Pistrucci, who executed this medal, was one of the best 
gem engravers and medallists of the last century. Though 
somewhat formal in their grouping, the figures on the 
reverse are exquisitely modelled. The legend evidently 
refers to the king having acted as Regent for some years 
before his father's death. 

42. George iv. Coronation, 1821. 

Obv. Within wreath of roses, thistles and shramrock, 
bust of George iv. to left, laureate and draped. 
GEORGIUS IV. DEI GRATIA BRITANNIAR. REX F. D. 
Rev, The king in royal robes seated facing on the throne ; 
England, Scotland and Ireland place the crown on his 
head. ANTE PROBATA MINISTRAT.-CORON. XIX JUL. 
A.D. MDGGCXXL Bronze. Size, 2*15 in. 

This is one of a vast number of medals struck by the 
die-sinkers at Birmingham on the king's coronation. " They 
are in general wretched affairs. It would be invidious to 
mention the names of the artists who engraved them or 
the establishments from whence they emanated." (Till, 
English Coronation Medals.) 
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43. William iv. and Queen Adelaide. Coro- 

nation, 1831. By W. Wyon, R.A. 

Obv, Head of William iv. to right. WILLIAM THB 
FOURTH CROWNED SEP. 8 1831. Below, W. WYON S. 
Rev. Head of Queen Adelaide to right, diademed. 
ADELAIDE QUEEN CONSORT CROWNED SEP. 8 1831. 
Below, W. WYON S. Silver. Size, 1*35 in. 

The official medal for distribution. There was only one 
coronation medal of the king and queen. "That may be 
accounted for from the fact that Wyon had only fifteen 
days to produce the dies. The busts of the king and 
queen were done from models by Chantrey. 

44. William iv. and Queen Adelaide. Coro- 

nation, 1 83 1. 

Obv, Busts, conjoined, of William iv. and Queeni 
Adelaide to right. THEIR MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTIES- 
WILLIAM AND ADELAIDE. Rev. The king and queen- 
seated on a throne under a canopy, and surrounded by^ 
England, Scotland and Ireland, and an Eastern potentate, 
and in the foreground a slave who has thrown off his fetters.. 
CORONATION SEP. 8 1831. Bronze. Size, 1*85 in. 

This, like No. 42, is one of the numerous Birminghami 
medals. It is unsigned. 

45. Victoria. Accession, 1837. ^7 T. 

Barber. 

Obv. Head of Victoria to left, wearing diadem. 
VICTORIA DEI GRATIA REGINA. Rev. Within wreathe 
of oak and laurel inscription, BORN 24 MAY 1819, 
ASCENDED THE THRONE JUNE 20 1839. Above,, 
crown. Silver and pewter. Size, 2*5 in. 

This and the next piece were issued by Birmingham 
medal establishments, and are representative specimens or 
a large number of medals struck at this time. 

46. Victoria. Accession, 1837. By D^ivis. 

Obv. Bust of Victoria to right, head facing.. 
H. M. G. MAJESTY ALEXANDRINA VICTORIA. Rei^^ 
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England, Scotland and Ireland presenting the crown to* 
the queen who is seated. Above, Fame with trumpet. 
ASCENDED THE THRONE JUNE 20TH 1837, etc.. 
Pewter. Size, 2*05. 



47. Victoria. Coronation, 1838. By B. 
Pistrucci. 

Ohv, Bust of Victoria to left, diademed. VICTORIA 
D. G. BRITANNIARUM REGINA F. D. Below, B. P. 
(B. Pistrucci). Rev, England, Scotland and Ireland 
presenting the crown to the queen seated, holding orb and 
sceptre. Behind, lion with thunderbolt. ERIMUS TIB I 
NOBILE REGNUM.-INAUGURATA DIE lUNII XXVIIIV 
MDCCCXXXVIII. Silver and bronze. Size, 1*45 in. 

^The official medal for the coronation ceremony. At the- 
time of its issue this medal caused much dissatisfaction,, 
as in point of execution it did not compare at all' 
favourably with Pistrucci^s usual standard of work. The 
head on the obverse was an indifferent portrait of the 
queen, and on the reverse the grouping of the figures of 
England, Scotland and Ireland is clumsy, and they are 
devoid of the careful modelling as seen on the medal of 
George iv. by the same artist. The queen also holds the 
orb in her right hand and the sceptre in her left. The 
excuse given by the Master of the Mint was failure of 
eyesight on the part of the artist. This reason did not 
satisfy the House of Commons, but an attempt to get the 
medal withdrawn was not successful. 



48. Victoria. Coronation, 1838. By T. 
Barber. 

Obv, Bust of Victoria facing, head to left, crowned, in 
royal robes, and holding the sceptre. VICTORIA QUEEN 
OF ENGLAND. Rev. The queen under a canopy borne 
by peers in their robes ; she is attended by her ladies-in- 
waiting. CROWNED JUNE 28, 1838. Bronze. Size,. 
2*45 in. 

This is another example of the Birmingham medals. 
The canopy over the queen's head is supported on three- 
poles only. 
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